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14 CFR Ch. V (1–1–13 Edition) Pt. 1217 

PART 1217—DUTY-FREE ENTRY OF 
SPACE ARTICLES 

Sec. 
1217.100 Scope. 
1217.101 Applicability. 
1217.102 Background. 
1217.103 Authority to certify. 
1217.104 Certification forms. 
1217.105 Procedures. 
1217.106 Articles brought into the United 

States by NASA from space. 

AUTHORITY: Sections 101 and 103 of Pub. L. 
103–465, 108 Stat. 4814 and 4819; Proclamation 
No. 6780 of March 23, 1995, 60 FR 15845 (March 
27, 1995). 

SOURCE: 62 FR 6467, Feb. 12, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1217.100 Scope. 
This part sets forth policy and proce-

dures with respect to the use of the 
NASA’s authority to certify to the U.S. 
Commissioner of Customs duty-free 
entry of articles into the United States 
for the use of NASA or for implementa-
tion of a NASA international program, 
including articles that will be launched 
into space, spare parts for such arti-
cles, ground support equipment, or 
uniquely associated equipment for use 
in connection with a NASA inter-
national program or launch service 
agreement. This part also sets forth 
NASA’s procedures with respect to the 
use of its authority to bring foreign- 
owned articles and articles from space 
into the customs territory of the 
United States, and describes the non-
import status of such articles. 

§ 1217.101 Applicability. 
This part applies to qualifying arti-

cles entered or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption in the customs 
territory of the United States, and to 
articles brought into the customs terri-
tory of the United States by NASA 
from space or from foreign country as 
part of the NASA international pro-
gram. 

§ 1217.102 Background. 
In order to encourage and facilitate 

the use of NASA’s launch services for 
the exploration and use of space, sec-
tion 116 of Public Law 97–446 provided 
for the duty-free entry into the United 
States of certain articles imported by 

NASA for its space-related activities or 
articles imported by another person or 
entity for the purpose of meeting its 
obligations under a launch services 
agreement with NASA. Such articles 
were certified by NASA to the Commis-
sioner of Customs for duty-free entry 
to be launched into space or space 
parts or necessary and uniquely associ-
ated support equipment for use in con-
nection with a launch into space. This 
exemption from duty was provided for 
in Subheading 9808.00.80, Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States 
(HTSUS) (19 U.S.C. 1202). Also, HTSUS, 
Chapter VIII, U.S. note 1, pursuant to 
the same law, provided that return of 
articles by NASA from space to the 
United States would not be considered 
an importation, and similarly not be 
subject to a duty. 

As a result of the Uruguay Round 
agreements of the 1994 General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade, this author-
ity was revised and expanded in scope. 
It now provides that imports of articles 
for NASA’s use and articles imported 
to implement NASA’s international 
programs, including articles to be 
launched into space, parts thereof, 
ground support equipment, and unique-
ly associated equipment for use in con-
nection with NASA’s international pro-
grams and launch service agreements 
would be eligible for duty-free customs 
entry upon certification by NASA to 
the Commissioner of Customs. The re-
vised authorities also provided, in U.S. 
note 1 to subchapter VIII of chapter 98 
of the HTSUS, that articles brought 
into the customs territory of the 
United States by NASA from space or 
from a foreign country as part of a 
NASA’s international programs would 
not be considered imports or subject to 
customs entry requirements. 

§ 1217.103 Authority to certify. 
(a) The following NASA officials, 

their deputies, and designees within 
their respective organizations are au-
thorized, under the conditions de-
scribed herein, to make the certifi-
cation to the Commissioner of Customs 
required for the duty-free entry of 
space articles pursuant to subheading 
HTSUS 9808.00.80. 

(1) The NASA Associate Adminis-
trator for Procurement is authorized to 
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